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Louden-Knickerbocker 
Hall 


A Private Sanitarium for 
Nervous and Mental Diseases 
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Schrafel Motors, Inc. 
NASH Sales and Service 
NEW and USED CARS 
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CORRECTION—3'4% 


[Due to a typographical error, 
the Suffolk County Federal Savings 
and Loan Association ad in our last 
issue contained the figure 44% in- 
stead of the correct 3% per cent per 
annum paid quarterly from date of 
deposit. 

The Forum regrets this error 
and takes this first possible means 
of making the correction. 


Sandy Hook Pilots 





Since you never seem to come 
to Hempstead and stop in for some 
“jaw tackle” exercise, I am ob- 
liged to write—so here goes. 

I am, as you know, a regular 
and constant reader of your Long 
Island Forum and which by the 
way, I enjoy very much. 

In the April edition is a most 
interesting story by H. P. Horton, 
titled “Famous L. I. Racing Skip- 
pers”. When I was a lad I would 
hear much about those old racing 
skippers, particularly Captain Hank 
Haff. Also mentioned in Mr. Hor- 
ton’s story was about the America 
that won the International cup in 
1851 and which has been retained 
here ever since. That of course 
was more than a century ago. 

More years than I like now to 
mention I was a boy in the Sandy 
Hook Pilot service in both sail and 
steam. The Captain of the Amer- 
ica, as Mr. Horton reported, was 
Captain Dick Brown, Sandy Hook 
Pilot. He was, even back in the 
early 1900’s a legendary figure, al- 
though there were still some Sandy 
Hook Pilots who had sailed with 
Captain Brown as boys—though of 
course all of them have _ since 
passed on. 

Mr. Horton also recalled that the 
master shipbuilder Henry Steers 
had turned out a 107-foot schooner 
Henrietta for “George Gordon Ben- 
nett”. I am wondering if he didn’t 
mean to say that it was James 


Continued on page 144 
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SWEZEY FUEL CO. 


Coal and Fuel Oils 


Patchogue and Port Jefferson 
GRover 3-0270 














Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 1085 Islip 














CASH AND CARRY 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 














AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
Tel. Amityville 4-0909-4-0910 














Catering 
for 
All Social Functions 
Conventions Meetings 


Anniversaries, Etc. 


PETERS 


176 Park Ave. 
Tel. 


Amityville 


Amityville 4-1350 














Highest Grade 


MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 
At the Triangle Amityville 
AMityville 4-0212 




















LEIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Buses For Hire 
AMityville 4-0225 
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“Ohe “Drs. Ireland of Greenporr~ 


M Y memory and records prompt 

me to say that the “good 
Dr. Ireland’ of Greenport who 
charged Capt. Eugene S. Griffing’s 
grandmother fifty cents, half price, 
for a house call at East Marion, 
sometimes also giving her an orange 
and on occasion, when returning 
from Orient, left her a quart of 
milk, was not John Ireland (Forum 
Jan. 1957), but his son Dr. Tread- 
well Lewis Ireland, ‘‘one of Green- 
port's best’. 

Also, if the ancestral roots of the 
grandson of “Grandma Mallison” 
stem from the Oyster Ponds Griff- 
ings, as I am sure they do, I ques- 
tion whether, as Capt. Griffing has 
said, that they sprouted from one 
Joseph. Augustus Griffin of Orient 
said in his Journel that the original 
settler sire of the Griffins and 
Griffings of those parts was Jasper. 

Dr. Treadwell L. Ireland was 
born July 30, 1825 and graduated 
at Columbia College. With his 
father John Oakley Ireland, he re- 
moved from Amityville to Green- 
port, where he died Feb. 4, 1914. 
His wife, Ella Wingate (Page) 
Ireland, died there May 26, 1925. 

John O. Ireland was born Feb. 
23, 1801 and was baptized in the 
Presbyterian Church, Babylon, 
April 5 following. His wife was 
Hannah Whitman of Northport, a 
cousin of Walt Whitman, the poet. 
She died in 1879. 

Whitman, in an article published 
in The Brooklyn Eagle, June 27, 
1846, said: ‘Some eleven or twelve 
whaleships go out of Greenport, 
which makes something of an item 
of business here. The persons lar- 
gest engaged in whaling are Ire- 
land, Wells & Carpenter.” 

The ship chandlery business of 
that firm was conducted in a small 
building on the west side of Green- 
port's Main Street, a little scuth of 
the brick store at the corner of 
Main and Front Streets, occupied 
during my boyhood by L. T. Lyons 
& Co. 

The firm to which Walt Whit- 
man referred consisted of John 
Oakley Ireland, father of the ‘good 
Dr. Ireland’; John Calvin Wells, 
son of Capt. Benjamin Wells of 
Southold, and Enoch F. Carpenter, 
brother-in-law of John C. Wells. 
Their firm was enrolled in the 


Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood 


Sag Harbor Custom House 1837- 
1847, as were also Wiggins & Par- 
sons and Hudson & Nathaniel Cor- 
win. The Corwins erected the build- 
ing for their chandlery on the west 
side of lower Main Street next to 
and partly over the water, which 
building was opened in 1873 as a 
saloon by Emanuel Claudio, the last 
place the old tars could “wet their 
whistle’ before taking off for the 
high seas. 

After the name of Ireland was 
dropped from the firm of Ireland, 
Wells & Carpenter, it failed in 
1860 because of the decline of the 
whaling business. John C. Wells 
was assistant foreman of the Green- 
port fire department in 1844. 
Enoch F. Carpenter was chief there- 
of in 1857 and the next year Wells 
was chief. Wells died at sea in 
1862, and therein lies a mystery 
story. 

John Oakley Ireland died at 
Greenport in July 1885. His grand- 
son of the same name, born in 
Jan. 1876, and son of Dr. Ireland, 
attended the Greenport Union 
School on South Street, at the time 
I did. He and his wife Edith, 
daughter of Capt. Edwin Tuthill 
of East Marion, now live at Gulf- 
port, Florida, adjacent to St. Peters- 
burg, and I live at Clearwater. 

Dr. Ireland attended my grand- 
father, so I have been told, but 


not while I lived with him for 
Capt. Jarvis Wood I believe must 
have been a tough old tar who died 
from old age a quarter century 
before Dr. Ireland, 

The fact that Capt. Wood named 
a son John Oakley Wood (my 
father) who chose Oakley for the 
middle name of a son, Leroy Oak- 
ley Wood, seemed to indicate be- 
side business relations connected 
with whaling, a probable kinship 
between the Irelands, Oakleys, 
Woods and Whitmans, families 
whose progenitors early settled in 
Huntington town. 

The Ireland family residence in 
Greenport was located almost di- 
rectly opposite the old Clark House 
hostelry, the last remnant of which, 
long used as a police station, was 
recently demolished. The Ireland 
house still remains. 

I have a record which reads: ‘At 
the foot of what is now the lawn 
of Ye Clark House was once a 
pond and our worthy Dr. Tread- 
well Ireland relates that many a 
time when a boy he used to go ice- 
boating on that pond and at dinner 
hour would tie up his iceboat to 
Ye Clark House fence’. 

I well remember that iron fence, 
an iron watering trough on the 
other side of the walk, and the 
wooden overhangs in front of the 
stores. The New York steamboats 
tied up at the wharf from which 
many sailing craft cast off. 





Greenport Football Team of 1890's 
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Continued from page 142 


Gordon Bennett, either Senior or 
Junior, who was the publisher of 
the old New York Herald. There 
was also a sail pilot boat named 
the James Gordon Bennett al- 
though that was some years before 
I was in that service. 

Mr. Horton may be interested to 
know there are some retired Sandy 
Hook Pilots living on Long Island, 
one particularly, Captain Harry F. 
Miller (he must be 90) is in the 
Bridgehampton-East Hampton area 
and is a native Long Islander. 
There are also many of the present 
day Sandy Hook Pilots living in 
Nassau and Suffolk counties. 

Kenneth B. Van de Water Sr. 

Hempstead 


Note: Mr. Van de Water was the 
last owner-editor of the venerable 
Hempstead Sentinel. 








Bank’s 85th Year 


The celebration this year of the 
Riverhead Savings Bank’s 85th 
anniversary is worthy of note. 
Twenty-one residents of the county 
seat organized the institution in 
1872 with Dr. Richard H. Benjamin 
as the first president. The initial 
cash outiay was $525, a far cry 
from the bank’s present assets of 
$45,000,000. 

It is worthy of note, too, that 
some of the bank’s organizers took 
the initiative in founding the Suf- 
folk County Historical Society in 
1886, arranging the necessary loan 
and, when the bank moved to larg- 
er quarters, making available to 
the society the former bank build- 
ing, which had been erected in 1846 
for use of the County Clerk. 

The bank’s presidents, following 
Dr. Benjamin, have been Abraham 
B.. Luce, Nathaniel W. Foster, Si- 
meon S. Hawkins, Gilbert H. Ketch- 
am, Charles M. Blydenburgh, Usher 
B. Howell, Erastus F. Post, George 
M. Burns and, since January 1, 
1955, William A. AtLee. 

Banana Ship Timbers 

There is a little brown house on 
lower Richmond avenue in Amity- 
ville, said to have been built from 
the timbers of the Bodo, so-called 
“Banana Ship” wrecked at Hem- 
lock Beach in the early 1900’s, as 
told inthe June Forum. Can any- 
one verify this? J. L., care L. I. 
Forum. 





Thanks for that 1908 photo of 
the Jones Beach lifesaving crew. 
I recognized several whom I knew 
as a boy living near Rum Point 
(Roosevelt). — David J. Ovington, 
Newark. 
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- Bank and Borrow 


THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


AT 


AND TRUST COMPANY 


°* BAY SHORE 


OPEN FRIDAY EVENINGS 6:30 TO 8 
Bay Shore, N. Y. 


128 West Main Street 


Member Federal! Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Member Federal Reserve System 














liger 


Cougar 
and the Albatross 


Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 


S2F Sub Killer 


Airplanes for the U. S. Navy and the Air Force 














WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON 
Vice President 


426 East 110th Street 


New York City 
LEhigh 4-2076 


JOHN E. NICHOLSON 


President 


Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 
leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, etc. 


Cedar Swamp Road 
Brookville, L. I. 
BRookville 5-0020 














Village House 


Arts, Crafts, Americana 
Museum of the 
Oysterponds Historical 
Society at Orient, L. I. 


Open July 1 to October 31 
Tuesdays. Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays 

2to5 P. M. 


Free Admission 








Southampton Historical 


Museum 

Meeting House Lane 
Early American glass, china, tex- 
tiles, costumes, maps, records, In- 
dian relics. Farm implements, 
housekeeping utensils. One-room 
schoolhouse. Revol tionary barn 
with old Country Store. Whale- 
ship logs, crewlists, etc., of east- 
ern L. I. 

Open June 12 to Sept. 20 

Daily 11-5; Sunday 2-5 

Adults 50 cents; children 25 cents 





























AUGUST 1957 LONG ISLAND FORUM 


{ong Island’s Indian Names 


Robert R. Coles 


Following that he includes another 
quotation from a copy of the above 
mentioned grant in his possession: found in the early records relating 
“All that Island or Islands here- to the eastern part of the island as 
tofore commonly called by the sev- far as careful search reveals. It 
eral name or names of Matowa is found first recorded in three In- 
or Long Island." Here again is a dian deeds, two dated June 16, 
difference in spelling, in quotations 1636 and the other July 16th, same 
supposedly copied from the same year, for meadows of what is now 
source! Flatlands, Kings Co... .” 


name of Long Island found in the 
documents relating to the purchase 
by the Dutch from the Indians at 
the period of settlement. It is not 


N his famous ‘“‘Leaves of Grass” 
Walt Whitman referred to 

Long Island as ‘“‘fish-shaped Pau- 
manok,” and thereby helped per- 
petuate two interesting concepts. 
One is in reference to the island’s 
over-all shape, while the other con- 
cerns one of the several names by 
which it was called in early times. 
By 1855, when Whitman's book 
was published, Long Island had 


been quite thoroughly mapped and 
its fish-like shape was known. And 
the name Paumanok had appeared 
in print some years earlier. 


In reference to the name Meito- 
wax he states that, with several 
variations it was used on many 


There is some question concern 


ing the exact definition of this 
name. 


In his “History of Long 


Island,’ Thompson describes it as 
meaning “Island of Shells,” which 
is often quoted. Tooker also gives 
this definition, but mentions that 
“the prefix sewan or seawan was 


Wie sete i ane ak Gk ail of the Dutch maps of the island, 
quoted as having been anol te he and gives its meaning as ‘‘the land 
Indians for Long Island. The of the periwinkle,” or ‘country of 
other two are Matowacs and Sea- the ear-shell. 


; Mr. Tooker te > that Pau- 

wanhacky. All are spelled with ames My ad =. 7 sg nats ; 
ous : : anack, é itmans Pa a- > > ni ‘wi ; 

many variations in the early writ- (Wa nitman’s Pauma- one of the names for wampum’ the 


a, nok), is ‘‘a name of Eastern Long ‘shell-money’ of the Indians." He 
Island, governed by the Sachems of also tells us that: ‘The terminal 
Shelter Island and Montauk.” He — affix corresponds to the Delaware 
mentions a reference to the name ‘-hacky,’ or ‘-hacking’; ‘land,’ or 
in an Indian deed for Gardiner's ‘country’.” From this it is possible 
Island, dated May 3, 1639. Of — that “wampum land’ might be 
several possible interpretations he more correct. 
prefers “land of tribute,” due to the We cannot say whether any of 
word's etymology and because of these was generally used by all the 
the custom of the Long Island In- Indians throughout the island. Al 
dians of paying tribute to the though there was probably some 
Indians from the mainland. contact between. those living at the 
Seawanhacky, he relates, is “a ends of the island in pre-colonial 


Several interesting questions arise, 
however, when we consider these 
names, How near are they to the 
nure Aleoakian language and, if 
the Indians did use them in ref- 
erence to the island, to what extent 
were they applied? Complete an- 
swers to these questions are impos- 
sible and there are bound to be 
differences of opinion. 

So far as the variations of spell- 
ing are concerned, this is to be 
expected. The Indians had no 
written language and the early 
settlers, both English and Dutch, 
wrote the names as they sounded to 
them. To this we might add that 
the handwriting of some of these 
settlers was often far from legible. 





The best source of information 
[ know on the subject is William 
Wallace Tooker’s book ‘Indian 
Place-Names On Long Island,” 
published in 1911. In this he dis- 
cusses all these names. 

He states that Matowacs referred 
to the region that is now Brooklyn 
and mentions several variations, in- 
cluding Mattanwake and Meito- 
wax. 

The name Mattanwake he defines 
as ‘a name of Long Island.” Then 
he quotes from Hubbard's "History 
of New Engla7d” as follows: ‘That 

M 











at the time of the grant to the 
Earl cf Sterling, in 1635, it was 
called by the Indians Mattanwake.’ 





L. |. Indians Thatching Wigwam 
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times, it is doubtful that this was 
extensive. It is the writer's guess 
that no name was generally adopted 
by all the chieftaincies until some- 
time after the arrival of the Euro- 
peans. 

It is interesting to note that all 
these names refer to the island 
either as a land where seashells 
were abundant, where the Indians 
paid tribute (usually in the form 
of wampum), or a land of much 
wampum. 

We also know that the name 
Long Island was not universally 
employed by all the settlers and 
those following them. This was 
particularly true in documents writ- 
ten at the end of the seventeenth 
and throughout the eighteenth cen- 
uries. The reason for this is that 
in the year 1693 it was officially 
decreed that this island be referred 
to as “The Island of Nassau.” 


While it has been stated that this 
act was never repealed and that 
Long Island is still officially ‘The 
Island of Nassau,” this is definitely 
not the case. In 1828 the New 
York State Legislature adopted an 
act stating that “no statute passed 
by the government of the late Col- 
ony of New York shall be consid- 
ered as a law of this state.” 

Among original documents on 
file at The Little Museum are many 
of the late seventeenth and eigh- 
teenth centuries, in which Long Is- 
land is referred to as “The Island 
of Nassau,” and the late Maurice 
Cohen, of Glen Cove, wrote to 
the Long Island Forum some years 
ago with the information that this 


name was recognized in legal circles 
as recently as the year 1801. 

In conclusion I should like to call 
attention to a matter that has caused 
mild concern to some Long Island- 
ers. This is the manner in which 
the Borough of Brooklyn is often 
referred to as if it were separate 
and apart from Long Island proper. 
I refer specifically to certain im- 
properly worded direction markers 
on our highways that imply by their 
wording that Brooklyn is a place 
apart from the rest of the island. 

Because of these, and careless 
references made from time to time 
by those who should know better, 
there are many individuals living 
in Brooklyn today who do not real- 
ize that they also live on Long Is- 
land. 

Certainly the Canarsie Chieftain- 
cy, which occupied much of what 
is now Brooklyn, was one of the 
chieftaincies of Long Island. 

Regardless of one’s feelings 
about the Brooklyn Dodgers (and 
I'm with them to the last strike- 
out), I hope Brooklyn never dis- 
engages itself from the rest of the 
island. In that event Walt Whit- 
man’s ‘‘fish- shaped Paumanok’’ 
would lose its head and the island 
a large percentage of its population. 





Who Was Rev. Mann? 


The Suffolk County Historian has 
been asked to identify a Rev. Mr. 
Mann, an itinerant preacher living 
around the 1820’s near what is now 
Rockville Centre. Please send in- 
formation to S.C.H., Long Island 
Forum. 
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TRAPHAGER SCHOOL 


OF FASHION Fer Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aad Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 

INTERIOR DECOR. and DISPLAY 
Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
nating and remunerative fields of commercial 
art. Maximum inetrnetion in minimum time 

Active Free Placement Bureau 

Send for Cirenlar For Phore CO. 5-2077. 

REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 
Traphagen, 1680 B’way (52 St.) N. Y. 19 

















Broadlawn Manor Nursing Home 





Especially Constructed Building 


BATH IN EVERY ROOM 





400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 


Gracious Living for Convalescent 
and Retired Guests 


f}—Recreation Program 
{*]—Rehabilitation Facilities 
{s}—Post-Hospital Care 


AMityville 4-0222 











Anniversary Gifts 


IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 
Stieff Towle Gorham 
IN GLASS 
Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
17 E. Main St. Smithtown 




















Serving Suffolk 


e Massapequa to Hampton Bays 
e Cold Spring Harbor to 
Greenport 


OVER 30) YEARS! 


LAUNDERING * DRY CLEANING 


BLUE point /aundhy 


EMerson 3-6000 











Blue Ribbon 


USED CARS 


Packard Sales and Service 


SCHARD MOTORS 
Merrick Rd. and Bayview Av. 


AMitvyille 4-1438 














Wines & Liquors 


IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 


Delves Liquor Store 


LICENSE L-1382 
201 Bway.. AMityville 4-0033 
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Early [ong Island ‘Whalers 


The first white men to live at 
the east end of Long Island as early 
as 1640 when Southold and South- 
ampton towns were erected, learned 
off-shore or shore whaling from the 
local Indians. The only craft used 
by these Indians was the dugout; 
never the birch-bark canoe of the 
mainland tribes. 


The first step in the creation of 
a dugout was to choose a straight 
tree, preferably with no low limbs 
and sufficiently tall. A small fire 
at the base was kept burning until 
the tree fell. Lopping off any 
branches which might interfere, the 
Indian then tapered the ends of the 
trunk by charring and scraping al- 
ternately, using heavy seashells 
(possibly large clams) or sharp 
rocks. The ends were undercut 
so that the craft might be more 
handily carried on the shoulders. 

The cockpit was formed by the 
same slow process of burning and 
scraping, the sides becoming re- 
markably well shaped and the whole 
craft in time assuming a fine buoy- 
ancy. It is said that a dugout 
was made for Chief Wyandanch 
that would carry 40 men and was 
used on voyages as far as Boston. 

But a smaller dugout, made to 
carry five or six men who pro- 
pelled it from a crouching position, 
using short, broad paddles, was 
Long Island’s original whaleboat. 
Never less than two such craft were 
sent in pursuit of a whale and 
sometimes a considerable fleet of 
them was needed to turn the mam- 
mal shoreward. 

During the winter months these 
whaling dugouts were kept on the 
outer beach, near the surf, and at 
the warning cry from a_ lookout 
posted on a high sand-dune, they 
would be quickly launched through 
the breakers. Being armed only 
with stone-tipped wooden spears, 
the redskins endeavored to drive 
the whale into shallow water where 
squaws, youths and old men help- 
ed dispatch it with knives and hat- 
chets. Then, hacking away the tail 
and huge fins which alone were 
used by the Indians, the great car- 
cass was left to carrion birds. 

Soon after the arrival of the 
white man, his iron harpoon was 


Paul Bailey 
Suffolk County Historian 


adopted by the Indian. In 1643, 
however, the town fathers of South- 
ampton ordered their village smithy, 
one Robert Bond, to cease supply- 
ing the redskins with “such dan- 
gerous weapons.’ It is assumed 
that by then the whites had master- 
ed the art of killing their own 
whales, a development which 
prompted the redskins to demand 
certain parts of each whale killed 
by their white neighbors. As these 
parts were not particularly useful 
to the settlers, they granted the 
demand and the two races continued 
to live in harmony with one an- 
other, each killing its own whales 
in its own way. 

One thing which the settlers did 
not adopt from the aborigines was 
the dugout. They had too often 
seen these sturdy but cranky con- 
traptions capsized far from shore, 
which according to Roger Wil- 
liams’ writings, was a common oc- 
currence. But, declared Williams, 
these Indians were strong swim- 
mers and were adept at righting an 
overturned “canoe.” 

Southampton’s founding fathers 
entered the whaling industry as 
beachcombers. As early as 1644 
the town was divided into four dis- 





tricts in each of which eleven per- 
sons, sometimes women, were desig- 
nated to salvage the carcasses of 
whales found on their section of 
the beach. After permitting the 
Indians to carry away the tail and 
fins of each such carcass, the thrifty 
settlers made sure to get the head 
and blubber for the precious oil, 
and thus the whaling industry on 
Long Island was born. 

Shore whaling was by no means 
confined to the easterly end of 
Long Island during early colonial 
times. In 1652 the West India 
company, which operated and gov- 
erned the Dutch province of New 
Netherlands of which western 
Long Island was a_ choice part, 
wrote to Director-General Peter 
Stuyvesant advising him to at once 
open up a whale fishery as “it 
would be very desirable as adding 
to commerce.” . The same com- 
munication, incidentally, explained 
to the one-legged Stuyvesant that 
“Our last letter to you was sent 
by the small ship Anna which was, 
God help it, captured by the 
English,” 


There is a tendency on the part 
of some authorities to credit the 
Dutch with being America’s first 
whalers, they having set up the 
earliest whaling stations at the west 


Continued on page 154 





Old Long Island Whaleboat at Whalers Museum, Sag Harbor 
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Whaleoil Barrel Bungs 


In the May issue of the Forum, 
a query was raised regarding the 
kind of wood used in making bar- 
rel bungs. 

During whaling days, an immense 
business was enjoyed in Cold 
Spring Harbor and a part of that 
village was known as Bungtown 
because of the manufacture there 
of bungs. 

Today’s bungs are made of white 
pine, and it is reasonable to sup- 
pose that the same material was 
used in the mid-19th century. The 
wood is easily turned, is soft, and 
will expand when moistened by 
the contests of a cask, and remain 
very tight. 

Long Island didn’t have much 
white pine, although white oak was 
plentiful and from the latter the 
casks were made. 

It would seem that the white 
pine was shipped here for the 
manufacture of bungs as suggested 
by the following shipping charge 
of John H. Jones, Cold Spring Har- 
bor, dated June 16, 1853: “Load 
of timber from New York, $30; 220 
bundles hoop-iron — $4.12”. This 
was brought in on the sloop Consul 








Island’s Largest Display 


Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display ,of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling Historic Long Island in 
Pictures, Prose and Poetry at list 
price exclusively in that territory. 

—Adv. 


which made many trips into the 
Harbor. 

The Bungtown area has recently 
been searched but no old bungs 
have been found. Old residents 
there have been questioned, yet 
no one seems sure of the wood 
used, although it is the general 
opinion that it was white pine. 

Roy E. Lott 
Historian Huntington Town 

* * * The preferred wood was 
from the tree Nyassa Sylbatica 
(Tupel, Sourgum, Pepperide, etc.) 
A native of Long Island lowlands, 
the wood is very difficult to split 
and was also used for rollers, mal- 
lets, wagon hubs, etc. 

Lavern Wittlock, Bayport. 

During a spring in the late 
“Nineties” while on a_ leisurely 
pleasure trip to Nantucket in the 
schooner William P. Boggs which 
had recently been rebuilt at the 
shipyard of my father, John F. 
Hawkins in Port Jefferson, we 
stopped at Edgartown on Martha’s 
Vineyard for three days, during 
which I rode about the island on 
my bicycle, visiting Vineyard Hav- 
en, Oak Bluffs, West Chop, The 
Tilburys, Chilmark, Gay Head and 
many of the ponds. 

At a turn in the road at Chilmark 








Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 








Museum, Adults 50c, Children 25¢ 








The SUFFOLK MUSEUM at STONY BROOK 
and THE CARRIAGE HOUSE 


Hours: 10 - 5:30 Wednesdays thru Sundays. 

Carriage House, Adults 75c, Children 25c 
Combination Adult Ticket $1 

GUIDED GROUP TOURS BY APPOINTMENT 


(Closed Mondays and Tuesdays) 
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I noticed an odd sign — “Beetle 
Bung Corner”, which aroused my 
curiosity and a native of whom I 
inquired informed me that the odd 
name was derived from the grove 
of Beetlebung trees which were the 
remainder of a much larger group 
from which during the years when 
whaling was the chief occupation 
of the island’s inhabitants, the 
wood from the trees was used to 
make bungs for the whale-oil bar- 
rels as they were filled on the 


Continued on next page 








E. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 








The Bowne House 
Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 


A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 


Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 1to5 P.M 








Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 























Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 














Phone CHapel 9-2000 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


is pleased to announce that beginning July 1, 1957 
the anticipated Yearly Dividend Rate will be 


'% Per Annum 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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cA Basket of “Paper Scraps 


N imagination today, I am tak- 

ing a market basket and into 
it putting scraps of paper from the 
contents of which I am going to 
weave this tale. I will pay no at- 
tention to dates and will jump back 
and forth, as easily as the radio 
station jumps one from country to 
country. 

As postmasters and post offices 
have been much in the news the 
past month, I think I will start 
with the account of a letter sent 
to my grandfather, Judge Selah B. 
Strong, from a man who was evi- 
dently hoping he would use his in- 
fiuence to remove the local post- 
master. He had three counts against 
him. First, that he was a minister 
of the gospel, and he did not feel 
that a man in his position had a 
right to take a government job. 
( Ministers’ salaries were often so 
small in those days, I don’t won- 
der that a minister would have need 
for a second job.) Second, that 
he would not open the office on 
Sundays as postmasters in nearby 
towns were in the habit of doing. 
And thirdly, (This was the most 
serious count against him) he had 
never received a letter from that 
post office which had not lain there 


a: least a month! (1 wonder if 
grandfather ever answered that 
letter. ) 

Speaking of grandfather, the 


family told the tale that once a 
man from the back country came to 
consult him on some matter. After- 
wards, grandfather offered him a 
plate of strawberries for which his 
garden was famous. The man took 
one taste, and exclaimed: ‘Why, 
jedge, strawberries and sugar is bet- 
ter than strawberries and ‘lasses.” 
(Molasses, long sweetening as it 
was sometimes called, was much in 
use in those days, but I can't imag- 
iné using it on strawberries. ) 

Now we will have the tale of 
a wandering piece of mail which 
1 think fits in very well with the 
post office story. It must have 
looked pretty tired by the time it 
got to its destination. This letter 
that we are telling about started 
from Northport Jan. 30, 1842. It 
was addressed to Mr. Benjamin 


Floyd, Brookhaven, New York. The 


Kate W’. Strong 


fee paid was 18 34p. Because of 
the fact, I suppose, that Setauket 
was not mentioned, the letter was 
sent to New York. On the 17th 
of May, it landed in Middle Island 
and from there was sent to its 
proper destination. The contents 
of this letter consist of short notes 
of appreciation from three members 
of the Orcutt family, Ephraim, 
Amanda, and Thomas. From these 
notes it seems that Ephraim had 
been rescued from the wreck of the 
vessel ‘Charles and Samuel.” Mr. 
Floyd had taken him into his home 
and made him welcome until he 
Could send him to his own home in 
Northport. 

Speaking of wandering letters, 
my mother once sent a letter to my 
father at Banff, Canada. Without 
thinking, she put on a 5-cent stamp 
as required for foreign postage. Re- 
sult—the letter was sent to Bombay, 
India.—then, back to Banff, where, 
father havine left, it was returned 
to mother. The mass of postmarks 
on the envelope showed where it 
had wandered. 

It might be of interest to know 
what a well dressed man wore in 


1798. Here is a bill to Captain 
Gilbert Floyd, dated April 16, 
1798: 


Super brown lapeled Marseilla 


waistcoat—1.1.0. 
Pr. strive orlean breeche-—1.3.0. 
Pr. of s»ring slines (suspend- 


ers?) 0.60 

Pair superfine drab Pantaloons 
1.8.0. 

Pair superfine striped Velveteen 
Breeches—1.4.0. 

Received the Contents—LS. 2. 

Tho Cafson 

Young men seemed to have felt 
that way in those days. My great- 
great-grandfather’s son Beniamin 
was workine in Alexander Hamil- 
ton’s office after the Revolution. 
That was a busy place, as it had to 
do with titles which were often a 
mixed up mess after the Revolution, 
and also with lands forfeited by 
Tories. Young Benjamin wrote his 
father that he felt in such an im- 
portant place he should be as well 
dressed as the others working there. 


So he asked his father to tell his 
man of business in the city to allow 
him 20 pounds for that purpose. 

My basket is not nearly empty, 
but I think this is enough for one 
day. 


Continued from page 148 


whale ships, also to make the bee- 
tles (long handled mallets) used 
to drive the bungs into the bung- 
holes, after they were filled with 
whale-oil. 

I failed to learn when they were 
first used or who introduced the 
trees on the island; however I have 
since learned that the tree is a 
tupelo of the cornaceous Genus 
Nyssa, which includes Black Gum, 
also known as Ironwood, which is 
common in the swamps of the 
southern states and is used as a 
decorative tree in the northern 
states. The wood does not swell 
or shrink with heat, cold, dry or 
wet and is very tough and hard to 
split. 

I saw it being used on the USS. 
Survey ship Bear while this wooden 
vessel was being constructed in 
Bellingham, Washington, as_ ice 
sheathing; I was told that the iron- 
wood used on the Bear was im- 
ported from Australia and was also 
used for the rudder stock. 

Foster L. Hawkins 
Port Jefferson 

Note: The Forum has carried 
several articles and references to 
pepperidge trees. In writing of 
Beetlebung Corners, Meade C. Dob- 
son claimed that it was named for 
pepperidge trees, called reetlebung 
trees there, because the wood was 
used for beetle or mallet heads 
with which bungs could be driven 
Editor. 


History of an Old House 


That was an interesting picture 
and accompanying notes by George 
E. Hart in the July Forum of the 
one-time old house on his Wading 
River property. But it only whetted 
the readers’ appetites. Can’t we 


‘learn more about this relic of early 


colonial times? 
Bragga, Queens. 


Stephen M. Du- 


Reply to Query: Carle Place was 
named for the Carle family, not for 
a local farmer whose Christian 
name was Carl.— Editors. 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 





Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 





Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8398 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 








Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway Tel. WElls 1-0600 





Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 











EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 




















Rev. Rowley’s Fishing Trip 


This is the simple story of an 
east end divine and his upstate 
guest whose fishing had been con- 
fined to upstate lakes and had 
little in common with the commer- 
cial variety as carried on in Gar- 
diner’s Bay fifty years and more 
ago. 

The East Marion Baptist Church, 
established in 1845, has had only 
30 pastors, four of whom each 
rounded out eight years there of 
marked success. They were E. G. 
Gurr, Francis K. Shepherd, Alex- 
ander H. Shaw and the beloved 
Loren A. Rowley who served the 
church from 1896 to 1904. 


In 1897, Mr. Rowley and _ his 
equally popular wife, had as their 
guest a gentleman from Earlville, 
N. Y., where Mr. Rowley had serv- 
ed as pastor. The gentleman in 
question was an expert freshwater 
angler, but his knowledge of salt- 
water fishing was quite nil. So 
Captain F. J. Tuthill, a commercial 
fisherman, took the minister and 
his guest for a five-day voyage on 
his sturdy fishing smack, the Wil- 
liam T. Seward. 

Clearing East Marion on a Mon- 
day morning, they first visited the 
“traps” off Eagle Point, Gardiners 
Island, where the upstater was 
handed a large scap-net and told 
to help himself to the piscatorial 
beauties there confined. He did 
so with a vengeance, for, as he 
explained, he never before had 
seen so many fish in one spot wait- 
ing to be taken. As a member of 
Captain Tuthill’s crew, I marveled 
at the upstater’s enthusiasm. 

After we had our load of fish 
ready for Fulton Market, and de- 
livered to the shipping point at 
Promised land, the Captain and 
guests, with some of us _ sailors 
going along, landed for the night 
at Captain Tuthill’s cottage on 
Gardiner’s Island. 

The next day was likewise spent 
among the traps, but on Wednes- 
Cay we pitched and rolled off Mon- 
tauk Point with al]' hands, includ- 
ing the guests, work:ng hand-lines. 
When at sunset we ran into Shag- 
wong Bay for the night, it was 
easy to see that the guests were 
happy to step foot ashore. Though 
having been seasick much of the 
time, they soon recovered their 
composure and enjoyed visiting 
Montauk Light whose keeper was 
a close friend of our captain. 

The Rev. Mr. Rowley, an ex- 
pert photographer, took a number 
of pictures which, he later told 


Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Ine. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 














Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 








Mastic 





Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 
M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
Telephone ORiole 6-0491 
Established Over 50 Years 
Bay Shore 

















Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING & STEEL, Inc. 
83 E. Main, MOhawk 5-0876 & 0877 
Central Islip 
ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 














W. E. MAGEE, Inc. 


Insurance and Real Estate 
Francis B. Garvey 
Robert Snyder 


Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 


AMityville 4-0198 
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Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. | GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 





And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 





Westbury 





HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 





Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales -- Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 





CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 
North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


” BENS. WEST 








Real Estate -Insurance 
EAST /ETAUKET 
—— island, New York 

2 1.101 Setauket a 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0376 




















me, netted him a tidy little sum. 
Upon returning to East Marion 
Friday afternoon, he told Captain 
Tuthill that he and his guest would 
never forget their five-day voyage 
on a fishing-smack in Long Island’s 
east end waters. 
Captain Eugene S. Griffing 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 





Billy Graham 
Comes to Long Island 


Saturday, May 25, 1957, dawned 
and ended as a late spring date 
should—sparkling and crisp. 

This day was far spent when my 
friend and I taxied frm Flushing 
to the West End Tennis Stadium 
at Forest Hills for the Long Island 
Crusade of Doctor Billy Graham. 

Although provided with tickets, 
we took no chances of losing a 
seat. As early as six, people were 
streaming into the stadium. 

Then, as throughout the evening, 
every detail was meticulously met. 
We soon climbed up to the center 
of the mammoth horseshoe with its 
12,000 seating capacity. 

How the breeze nipped until the 
grandstand was filled, when we 
sheltered one another. 

Far below us, across the carpet- 
ing of new grass, rose the speakers’ 
platform with its piano, organ, and 
pulpit. Behind that sat the 800- 
voiced choir. In the distant back- 
ground, as darkness gathered, the 
Forest Hills Inn gradually radiated 
light. One of the speakers declared 
that never had an outdoor setting 
for a Graham Crusade been so 
lovely. 

La Guardia Airport cooperated 
by coursing planes high and not 
directly ove: ead. 

Prior to tk. opening of the ser- 
vice, organ strains wafted up to us. 
Then the choir started at 7:30 with 
“To God Be The Glory”. 

George Beverly Shea, “America’s 
Beloved Gospel Singer”, was the 
soloist. The breeze lifted high 
“The Old Rugged Cross” and the 
stirring Swedish hymn, “How Great 
Thou Art!” When the choir had 
sung “The Lord’s Prayer” as far 
as “for Thine is the power”, Mr. 
Cliff Barrows, the leader, turned 
around to us, and our 12,000 voices 
ended the hymn with theirs. 

Billy Graham, towering even at 
a distance, under the dazzling 
lights, put us immediately at ease. 
Some one, he said, had told him 
the weather was mild enough for 
a lightweight suit. Was he going 
to see him about that later? Then, 
with concern in his voice, he as- 


East Quogue 
GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 








Wantagh 
W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 








Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 








Garden City 








ULKLEY ¢ HORTON (O. 


GST IATO ) 
C7 Orr 
“*Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization’ 
721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5400 











‘*The Fame Behind the Name”’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


GRover 5-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
PArk 7- 2943 1Vanhoe 1-8800 
MOhawk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 
BEliport 7-0604 STony Brook 17-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Su" olk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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sured us that his talk would he 
brief because no one must get sick. 
And when the meeting was over, 
he urged catition on the stairs. No 
one must fall! 

He chose the Bible’s most fa- 
miliar text, John 3:16: “For God 
so loved the world, that He gave 
fis only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not 
perish,. but have everlasting life.” 
It was repeated by all of us on the 
night air. 


HOMES - Sales and Rentals 
Lots, acreage, waterfront, motels, 
guest houses, businesses, in the 
most hospitable surfside village of 
Eastern Long Island, and surround- 
ing area. EAST END REALTY, 
29 Main St., Southampton, N. Y. 














BELLPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street BEllport 7-0143 














Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE REAL FSTATE 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 


208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 




















Be Smart! Pick up and go to 


pie 


pe thew Ss 


MOST 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
CENTER 


INC. 


18 Deer Park Ave. 
BABYLON 
BAbylon 6-0927 


| Sena | FIRST 
| Sena | OPTICIANS 





The short sermon over, the invi- 
tation to step down to the grand- 
stand rail was barely uttered when 
young and old — men and women 

rose as flowers spring up in a 
garden under the power of the 
sun and came from every curve 
of seats to accept Christ as their 
Saviour. There was no dramatic 
urging. Just the invitation to come. 

As my friend and I stood later 
with the throng on a congested 
st-eet corner, a man called to me 
from a line of cars. 

“Why the crowd over here?” 

“Biliy Graham,” I answered sim- 
ply. 

“Good!” he 

“Tt was!” 


shouted. 
I shouted back. 


Old Time Harvester 


The story of Cradles, Scythes, 
and Flails (Sept. Forum), brings 
back memories of my _ boyhood 
when those implements were still 
in use, even though we had me- 
chanical reapers at that time. The 
cradle was used mostly for trim- 
ming corners where the _ reaper 
could not work or perhaps making 
a starting point for the reaper. My 
father was an expert cradler and 
has told me that before the time 


of the mechanical reaper two or 
three cradlers would follow each 
other across a field of grain. The 


leading cradler would be the pace- 
setter and he in turn would often 
have to step lively to keep ahead 
of the man behind him. 

Mr. William Nicoll, on whose 
East Islip farm the writer spent 
most of his boyhood, owned a large 
lot between Montauk highway and 
the railroad at Great River station. 
This lot being far from the farm 
was always planted with a crop 
that would need little attention 
such as rye, oats or barley. This 
lot can still be seen from the trains 
or from cars passing along the 
highway and every summer vege- 





Babylon 





CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 


Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 








LONG ISLAND 


Allert, REAL ESTATE 


for more than 40 years 


Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7 2646. 








Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 


Real Estate 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
639 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 














Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 











SAVE 





3% % 








With Insured Safety 
With Convenience 
Anticipated Dividend Beginning July 1, 1957 


Buy Stone Feppeat Savises 








Che 
Suffolk Group 


Iucorporated 
ESTATE PLANNING 
FOR THE 
AVERAGE. FAMILY 


190 Merrick Road, Amityville 


Tel. AMityvilte 4-6868 
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tables can be seen growing there. 
I do not know who owns it now. 

The writer has followed a reaper 
and bound sheaves of grain, and 
getting scratched arms doing it. 
He has spent many a winter after- 
noon in a barn with the big door 
open to the south and the sunshine 
lighting the floor spread with rye 
or barley, which he and a com- 
panion were threshing with flails. 
A peck basket filled with apples 
stood in a corner and after every 
round we would rest and eat apples. 

A flail is made in two parts, the 
longer part used as a handle and 
the shorter part used to beat the 
grain. A rawhide thong joined the 
two pieces of hard wood together 
to make a flexible joint. The grain 
was gathered up and afterwards 
run through a fan machine oper- 
ated by hand to winnow out the 
chaff. When grain was threshed “y 
horse power it was also winnowed 
by power. 

John Tooker 
Babylon 


Indian Names for Clams 


As a boy in my native Sag Har- 


bor I heard the terms quahog, bog- 
hog and skimhog applied respec- 
tively to hard clams, soft clams and 
skimmer clams by oldtimers — 
white, Indian, Negro and mixed. 


It seems to me that boghog and 
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skimhog were probably English 
words brought into the Indian dia- 
lects as their Algonkian names 
faded out of use. The terms may 
have been applied at first by white 
baymen who thus tried to bring 
them into line with quahog which 
is of course pure Algonkian. 

On the other hand, I have never 
found a real Algonkian word for 
soft clam. The Algonkians had a 
generic term for shell which was 
used for various shellfish. The 
Mohegans borrowed many English 
words, such as tatus for potato 
(plural tatusag). In Tooker’s “In- 
dian Place-Names” we find that 
the name of Liganee Swamp at 
Sag Harbor was not, as long be- 
lieved, of Indian derivation, but 
was given by the English from a 
man who sank therein “leg an’ 
knee”. 

John C. Huden 
Burlington, Vt. 


Dr. Huden, who sent the above 
in response to an inquiry from 
the Forum, of which he is a con- 
tributing editor, is a professor at 
the University of Vermont and a 
recognized authority on the Al- 
gonkian language. 
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end of Long Island. Nevertheless, 
some dozen years before 1652 when 
Stuyvesant was instructed to inau- 
gurate whaling, the settlers at the 
east end of the island began their 
shore-whaling operations. When 
in 1655 Stuyvesant sent a delega- 
tion to the cast end, presumably 
to look into whaling activities there, 
he learned, much to his annoyance, 
that these first white whalers of 
America preferred to send their 
whale-oil to Boston rather than to 
the Dutch port at the west end of 
the island. 

The delegation also discovered 
that shore-whaling operations ex- 
tended as far west as what is now 
Nassau County. And mostly the 
whalers. were Englishmen or at 
least, not Dutchmen, the reason be- 
ing that the Indians and the Dutch 
were not on friendly terms, owing 
chiefly to Governor Kieft’s mis- 
treatment of the redskins before 
Stuyvesant succeeded him. 

Shortly after the founding of 
Huntington town in 1653 several 
of its citizens began whaling on 
the outer beaches in what is now 
the town of Babylon. Among them 
were Jonas Wood, a Captain Ma- 
thews and Captain Edward Higby, 
founder of the Higby-Higbie- 
Higbee clan on the island. These 
three men, each being the owner 
of several vessels were also engaged 
in the West Indies trade. 

Although their whaleboats were 
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manned principally by fellow colon- 
ists, in every crew there was at 
least one Indian who served as har- 
pooner. Another shore-whaler of 
this period who employed a similar 
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policy was one Isaac Stratford 
whose station and try-works were 
on Fire Island Beach. Before many 
years there were white men whose 
skill in the chase was equal to that 
of their Indian boatmates. 

But more than superior skill was 
the finer boat which the white man 
soon produced. Constructed of na- 
tive cedar, light, graceful and easy 
to manage, it was exceptionally 
strong. This boat and the iron 
harpoon and lance not only chang- 
ed shore-whaling on Long Island 
into an important industry, but 
with them the white man gradually 
drove the once numerous right- 
whales into more remote waters 
where ships were needed to reach 
them. 

The Boston Journal once credited 
William Hamilton, a Scotchman 
born on Cape Cod in 1643, with 
being New England's earliest white 
inhabitant to actually kill a whale. 
That being so, Hamilton was still 
an infant if not unborn when white 
Long Islanders were killing whales 
with lances made by Southampton’s 
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village smithy as early as 1643, the 
year of the New Englander’s birth. 

Soon after the founding of 
Southold town in 1640 a company 
was organized there for the pur- 
pose of catching and marketing 
“porpoises, grampuses and drum- 
fish.” In 1650 the town of South- 
ampton issued to John Ogden a 
contract to strike whales. In 1654 
one Odell was likewise licensed to 
use the harpoon. 

Shore-whaling had become an 
important industry at the east end 
of Long Island by 1669 when, ac- 
cording to an entry for that year 
made by Samuel Mavericke “‘thir- 
teen whales were taken before the 
end of March.” Three years later 
the town of Nantucket in Rhode 
Island sent an invitation to James 
Loper of East Hampton to come 
to Nantucket to instruct its residents 
in the rudiments of shore-whaling, 
an invitation which was not ac- 
cepted. 

Among the east end whalemen of 
that period besides Loper were his 
father-in-law, Jacob  Schellinger; 
Thomas and John Osborne, John 
Laughton, Obadiah Rogers, John 
Ogden, Reverend Thomas James, 
Lion Gardiner, William, James and 
Thomas Edwards, Thomas Chat- 
field, Robert Dayton, Richard and 
John Stratton, John Hopping, Ben- 


jamin Osborne, Richard Shaw, 
Stephen Hand, Thomas Dimon, 
Philip Leek, Benjamin Conkling, 


John Wheeler, Samuel and John 
Mulford, John Kirle, Robert Ked- 
dy, John Miller, Jr., Jacob Dayton 
and John Cooper. 

There were also a number of 
comnanies operating try - works 
which in the year 1687 produced 
2,148 barrels of oil. These com- 
panies were: Lieutenant Hervey 
Pierson & Co., Sagaponack; John 
Cook & Co., Mecox, Isaac Raynor 
& Co., Weekapogue; Francis Sayre 





& Co., Southampton; Joseph Pier- 
son & Co., Shinnecock Point; 
Thomas Stephens & Co., Quogue, 
and John Jessup & Co., Ketcha- 
ponack. Besides the employment 
offered local inhabitants by these 
companies, they were a source of 
ready investment and few white 
residents there were who did not 
own shares in one or more of these 
concerns. 
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Also, as the whaling season be- 
gan in the late fall and ended 
usually in March, the industry had 
the added advantage of using help 
when it was not needed on the 
farms. Because of this fact, early 
Long Island, unlike many parts of 
the mainland, developed a race of 
farmer-fishermen and profited there- 
by from all-year-round employ- 
ment. 
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At Red Barn Theatre 


Because of the tremendous demand 
for tickets for WITNESS FOR THE 
PROSECUTION, the Red Barn Thea- 
tre, on Route 25-A in Northport, 
Long Island will open its production 
of this tremendously exciting court- 
room melodrama on Tuesday, July 
30 and it will run for two weeks 
through Sunday, August 11. There will 
be two bargain matinees, one on 
Wednesday, July 31, the other on 
Wednesday August 7. 

This will mark the first time that 
the theatre has presented a play for 
a two week run during the middle of 
its season, but WITNESS FOR THE 
PROSECUTION is worthy of the ex- 
tended playing time. Briefly, it tells 
the story of Leonard Vole, on trial 
for his life for having murdered a 
wealthy old woman. First he seems 





guilty, then he doesn't. During the 
course of the play, his wife changes 
her testimony several times, first try- 
ing to clear him, then seemingly try- 
ing to have him hanged. 

In the intimate 150 seat theatre-in- 
the-round that is the Red Barn Thea- 
tre, the audience will be the jury. 
It will be up to the audience to re- 
turn the verdict; guilty or not guilty. 

On tuesday afternoon, July 30, the 
Red Barn Theatre will be giving a 
special performance for youngsters 8 
through 16 of Moliere’s great farce- 
comedy, “The Doctor In Spite Of 
Himself”. This really hilarious play 
is as timely today as it was the day 
it was written, in the 17th Century. 

Tickets for both of these events 
may be obtained by mail or by phon- 
ing the theatre, Northport 3-3544 
from 10:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. 


Ps Ss. Sas i See 
ee % 


Red Barn Theatre, Northport 
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William Hunt’s 
RED BARN 
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Northport, L. I. 
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A Bishop’s Hungry Horses 


I thoroughly enjoyed reading the 
June Forum, especially Dr. Wood’s 
contribution — “Woolworth vs. 
Burroughs.” 

Mr. Wilson L. Glover’s narrations 
in previous issues regarding the 
whaling industry at Sag Harbor, 
and the early customs associated 
with Nelson Bishop threshing grain 
in Southold town, were most inter- 
esting. 

I knew Mr. Bishop quite well 
and recall a harvest home picnic 
at Fleet Neck, Cutchogue to which 
he very kindly carried a number 
of friends and neighbors with the 
customary picnic basket in his 
farm-wagon. 

Upon arrival the horses were un- 
hitched and tied to a tree but in 
some way they got loose and pro- 
ceeded to sample the contents of 
all the baskets. Needless to say, 
appetites were severely blasted as 
well as the feelings of a certain 
city boy, who I swear was abso- 
lutely innocent. 

William M. Carpenter Brooklyn 





L. I. Clamdiggers 

Hamilton R. Hill, Westbury real- 
tor, suggests that native Long Is- 
landers organize the Order of 
Clamdiggers and wear a pin or 
button in the shape of a clamshell 
bearing the name of the organiza- 
tion. Which reminds the editor 
that he participated in a some- 
what similar movement (without 
the clamshell idea) some years ago 
at a luncheon in Mineola for the 
late Christopher Morley. The plan 
was sprung by the late Nassau 
County Historian Jesse Merritt, 
but it died aborning. Anyone in- 
terested in a revival of the idea 
should write the Forum. 





We like those Fire Island tales 
by Douglas Tuomey.—Horace K. 
Towne, Jamaica. 





John Tooker’s recollections of the 
international cup races made good 
reading.—J. P. Akerly, Long Beach. 
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A“SHORT’ STORY 
of 


"P-f-f-t Goes the Budget” 


Now this story :sn't tor people who 
never, never have to worry about money 


But if you are like most people, you have 
just enough money to get along on. You 
have your tax money put aside, and your 
insurance premium payment 's al) set. Then 
suddenly the piot thickens. Junior breaks a 
‘eg and the family bus does likewise. 


So p-f-t-t goes the budget. You're “short.” 
You need A PERSONAL LOAN. 


And here's where we come into the 
story. We'll tet you rent the money at 
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suited to your needs 
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A Stubborn Brooklynite 


During the 1800’s Patchen was 
a household word 
Ralph Patchen, a wealthy farmer 
who lived on a large farm at the 
foot of Atlantic avenue, had both 
Patchen and Ralph avenues named 
after him. The naming of these 
two avenues attests the fact that 
he was popular with his neighbors. 

Another person to make the name 
Patchen famous was Jacob Patch- 
en. While he wasn’t the type to 
worry about popularity and did 
just about what he pleased, regard- 
less of what people thought, he did 
thrive on publicity. 

He wore leather breeches and 
was known as “the last of the 
l-ather breeches.” Because of his 
appearances and personality he at- 
tracted much attention and liked 
to speak to street crowds about 
naturai science and law, which 
were his hobbies. 

That he had a gift for the law 
is obvious by his subsequent litiga- 
tions with the Village of Brooklyn. 
The village was putting in side- 
walks in 1816 and ordered Jacob 
to do so on his property. He refus- 
ed and therefore was fined $5, but 
took the case to the Court of Errors 
and won on a technicality. After 
this he refused to use the sidewalks 
and always walked in the streets. 

Ten years later, in 1826, the vil- 
lage again encountered Jacob Pat- 
chen. They wanted to construct 
Market street, to connect James 
and Fulton streets, but Jacob own- 
ed part of the land needed and 
refused to sell. The village then 
bought two other lots to bypass his 
property but found them not to 
be desirable for their purpose. 

The village trustees, therefore, 
decided to get his land at any cost. 
They visited Jacob one morning 
before breakfast with 750 silver 
dollars loaded in a cart, which 
they proposed to give to Jacob as 
well as the other two lots in return 
for his land. Jacob realized what 
they were up to and asked for time 
to get into his leather breeches 
before he concluded the deal. In- 
stead he slipped out the backdoor 
and caught the ferry to New York 
before the trustees discovered what 
had happened. 

As a result of this the village dis- 
possessed him, but his property was 
restored to him while the case was 
being tried through the courts. 
While he had been dispossessed the 
village had completed the street. 
Jacob, however, stopped it from be- 
ing used by fencing up both ends 
and nailing up the doors and win- 
dows of his house which still stood 
in the middle. 
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He was finally forcibly removed, 
but refused to accept the $10,000 
settlement which had been offered. 
This was later given to his widow 
after Jacob’s death in 1840 at the 
age of eighty. 

Jacob Patchen’s fight to retain 
his property is especially interest- 
ing today when government con- 
demnation of private land is an 
everyday occurrence. 


Richard A. Winsche Bellerose 


How an Original Design is Born 

Like a whiff of the ocean in 
August’s dog days, here are clothes 
created especially for the active 
sports that make vacation time the 
year’s most carefree season. All 
are oviginal designs done as a pro- 
fessional class problem by students 
in the Art Department at Tiap- 
hagen School of Fashion who work 
out their ideas with pencil, pen or 
paint on paper. Often such designs 
are made up by members of the 
classes in the school’s Clothing 
Construction Department—or, these 
students may, if they prefer, dream 
up their own ideas, working them 
out by the dressmaker-designer’s 
techniques of draping the cloth or 


The Old Vanderveer-Cortelyou House on E. 25th St., Brooklyn 


cutting a pattern. Both means 
achieve the same result—a design- 
er’s sample for the apparel manu- 


facturer, or an exclusive costume 
for personal use. 
Examples of the students’ ac- 


complishments, a complete guide to 
the requirements for a career in 
fashion have now been assembled 
at the school and arranged as a 
guide for artistic young people who 
are just deciding what career to 
follow. The exhibit covers costume 
design, illustration, clothing con- 
struction, interior design and mer- 
chandise display, and it will con- 
tinue on view during August and 
September, Mondays through F i- 
days, at the Traphagen School, 1680 
Broadway (52d St.), New York, 
prior to the opening of fall classes 
in September and October. The 
school’s office is also open during 
the summer months, excepting Sat- 
urdays, for advice and consultation. 

Although I never saw him, I’ve 
heard of that Southold Indian boy 
who had a tail. But I do not 
think he was of L. I. Indian stock. 
More likely his forebears reached 
the island from the far east on a 
whaleship.—Gustav G. James, East 
Meadow. 
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A place to relax — 
To dine at leisure in 
an atmosphere of yesteryear 
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Closed Mondays 


845 Merrick Road Copiague 
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Caviar a la L. I. 


I read recently in , The East 
Hampton Star that some 50 and 
more years ago caviar was being 
made in that village by local stur- 
geon fishermen; was sent to Russia 
and then shipped back to New York 
“to be sold to American epicures” 
at fancy prices. 

Carl Outerholz 
Jamaica 
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